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The Hollins Columns 

Hollins College Vol. 61. No. <> April 26. 1990 


Cotillion '90 Brings a Mix of Musical Styles 
And an Album Debut to Hollins College 


Cotillion this coming weekend 
will feature an eclectic mix of music 
ranging from 1930s swing to classic 
rock. The decorations and mood 
follow the theme of “Ming Dy¬ 
nasty: A journey back to the Ori¬ 
ent.” 

Friday’s informal dance in 
Moody Dining Hall features three 
regional bands. Lil* Smoke, hailing 
from Charlottesville, has a classic 
rock style that has made them popu¬ 
lar at both W&L and Hampden- 
Sydney. This is the opening band’s 
first appearance at Hollins. 

Not so for the other two bands. 
Indecision and Waxing Poetics. In¬ 
decision, also from Charlottesville, 
plays classic rock songs as well as 
many originals. The band head¬ 
lined three years ago at Fall Week¬ 
end, and is back for another show. 
Sharing the billing is Waxing Poet¬ 
ics, whose progressive style was 
last heard at Hollins at the 1986 
Peacefest. Waxing Poetics, from 
Norfolk, have cut several albums 
and have played frequently in and 
around Roanoke. 

For a change, Saturday’s events 
will be held off campus at La Mai- 
son du Gourmet, with dinner at the 
restaurant optional. “We jumped at 
the chance to hold Cotillion there,” 
said Campus Activities Chair 
Sharon Mahoney. “It just doesn’t 



seem like a formal event in our 
dining hall. You can decorate to 
your heart's content, and it’ll still be 
the dining hall.” 

To insure safe transportation to 
and from the dance, Hollins will 
provide shuttle vans. Beginning at 
7:30 p.m. a shuttle will depart from 
the Apartments and Moody steps 
every fifteen minutes. At 9:30 a 
second shuttle is scheduled to be 
added to Moody. 

“If students miss a shuttle, or it is 
too crowded, please wait for the 
next one,” said Mahoney. “One 
will be by in ten or fifteen minutes, 
and it’s worth it to have a safe way 
to the dance.” 

The Dennis Reaser Orchestra, Sat¬ 
urday night’s band, is a nationally- 
known swing band. Dennis Reaser, 
a high school orchestra teacher 
from Salem by day, heads the band, 
which has backed up such greats as 
Bob Hope and Frank Sinatra. The 
orchestra draws from swingers 
Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller, 
among others, for their sound. 

La Maison will have its own cash 
alcohol bar to serve those over 
twenty-one. Students will be 
banded at the door and required to 
present ID when ordering. 

On Sunday Kyle Davis and 
SGGL will play for the Tinker 
Beach audience. Davis, no stranger 


to Hollins through his Cotillion and 
Til Tuesday appearances, per¬ 
forms with his acoustic guitar fa¬ 
vorites from James Taylor, Simon 
and Garfunkel, and the like. 

The big event Sunday is the 
SGGL reunion. They will debut 
their new album. Headin' South: 
SGGL Live at the Birchmere. “We 
are very fortunate to have them 
here,” said Mahoney, “and we feel 
privileged that they have chosen 
Hollins as the place to release their 


album.” 

Tickets for Friday and Sunday 
will be available at the door, but 
Saturday’s tickets must be reserved 
before, the event. If advance ticket 
sales are any indication, Cotillion 
will be very successful. Said Ma¬ 
honey, “I am thrilled at the re¬ 
sponse, and I hope Campus Activi¬ 
ties will have done a good job of 
making Cotillion one of the largest 
events of the year!” 


Cotillion Schedule 

Friday: 

Lil' Smoke, Indecision, 
Waxing Poetics 

Moody Dining Hall, 8p.m.-l a.m. 
$7.00; 2 ID's Required 

Saturday; . „ , 

The Dennis Reaser Orch. 

La Maison du Gourmet, 10p.m.-l a.m. 
Dinner/Dance 8 p.m.-l a.m. 

Black Tie; 2 ID's Required 

Kyle Davis, SGGL 
Tinker Beach, lp.m.-5 p.m. 

$7.00; 2 ID'S Required 


Cotillion/Entertainment Special: 
Page 2: McCloud 
Page 3: Sharyn McCrumb 
Page 4 :1 Love You To Death 
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46 Part of NCAA (abbr.) 

47 Distribute, as 
as hair cards (2 wds.) 


ACROSS 

1 Disarrange, 

5 Given to over¬ 
simplification 

15 Arrow poison 

16 Creating enmity 

17 Mardi - 

18 Asian rats 

19 “- Skelter” 

21 Call's partner 

22 Steal 

23 Exist 

24 Harmful snakes 

28 "Fiddler on the 
Roof" matchmaker 

29 Overhead railroads 

30 Equine sound 

31 Racing-type wheels 3 Packaging need 

32 State abbreviation (2 wds.) 

33 Quartz variety 


Jesus inscription 

49 Armed sea mollusks 

50 Those present 

55 Opera solo 

56 Ben Hur, e.g. 

57 Noticed 

58 One way to determine 
50-Across (2 wds.) 

59 Ending for gliss 

DOWN 

1 Former cartoon show 
(2 wds.) 

2 Impromptu 


34 Table scrap 

35 At an impasse 

37 Tend the garden 

38 Word employments 

40 Toward the stern 

41 Kind 

42 Brown pigment 

43 -fi 

44 Respond to 

45 First garden 


4 Six-line stanzas 

5 Fencing sword 

6 Ending for pay 

7 They have flippers 
(2 wds.) 

8 Jewish elementary 
schools 

9 Sure of being won 
(2 wds.) 

10 "- the Knife" 

11 Siouan 


12 Brazil resort 

13 Banking abbrevi¬ 
ation 

14 Metric measures 
(abbr.) 

20 First lady 

24 Opposite of ques. 

25 1961 "Best Actress" 
(2 wds.) 

26 Busy 

27 Hurdy-gurdy (2 wds.) 

29 TV Tarzan, Ron - 

30 - Sack 

32 "- a boy!" 

33 - set 

35 Cousteau's domain 

36 “- Were a Rich 

Man.. 

39 Card game 
41 As - pin 

43 Prefix for sphere 

44 - room 

46 Go on - (ramble) 

47 Activists 

48 "What's - for 

me?" 

50 Part of CPA (abbr.) 

51 However, for short 

52 Upsilon's neighbor 

53 Sea eagle 

54 Curved letter 
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Entertai nment Special 
Back to the future? 

come see May 8 
j Moody Lobby 

Sharon McCrumb: Self- 
Paved Road to Success 


by B.C. Brand! 

Staff Writer 

Being a writer isn’t easy, and 
^ Sharyn McCrumb knows that 
from experience. 

“Being a writer is a lot like 
being a hooker. You better 
find out if you’re any good at it 
before you start charging for 
it," or so says her character J ay 
Omega in her Edgar Award- 
winning novel Bimbos of the 
Death Sun . 

While it was once said that to 
be a writer all you have to do is 
sit down and open a vein, 
there's a lot more than that to 
being a published writer. 
Never mind being a well- 
known one. 

McCrumb’s first books w ere 
published while she worked 
for Virginia Tech in the learn¬ 
ing resources center depart¬ 
ment. “I had two books out, 
but the college bookstore 
didn’t even know it, because 
there was no publicity.’’ she 
recalled, “It took me three 
books to figure out that the 
book company wasn’t going to 
give me the same publicity as 
Tom Clancy.” 

When her fourth book Bim- 
b°s of the Death Sun , a biting 
^tire on fandom, came out, 
i McCrumb got down to busi- 
tfcss. She and co-publicist 
Gavin Faulkner designed, 
printed, and distributed at their 
expense posters, flyers, 
ks, and press kits to 
5 and places all over the 
Three publications 
) new books and a re- 
, Mcf rumb finds her- 
spread over and 



photo Go via Faulkner 

Author Sharyn McCrumb, currently touring to 
promote her latest mystery novel. 


wider and wider area. 

“There’s so much more 
than 1 ever realized,” she 
said, “I have promotional 
material to send out, letters 
to answer, mailing lists to 
type, things to pick up, book 
reviews to write, and a 
manuscript deadline con¬ 
stantly over my head. 
People are also constantly 
asking me for cover quotes 
(for their books).” 

Not to mention her duties 
as editor of the newsletter 
for Sisters in Crime, a na¬ 
tional organization for 
women writers, and her ob¬ 
ligations to her three chil¬ 
dren ages two, four, and 
twelve, and to her ever-pa- 
tient husband David. 
McCrumb is also currently 
on tour promoting her new 
book. The tour lasts from 
early March through June. 

Maybe McCrumb doesn’t 
have much time to write 
anymore, but she certainly 
makes the most of it. The 
awards she has received in 


Peggy-O Deft, 
Expressive Novel 


her career include the Sher¬ 
wood Anderson award for 
her short story “Precious 
Jewel,” Best Appalachian 
Novel for the 1985 Lovely in 
her Bones , the aforemen¬ 
tioned Edgar Allan Poe 
Award, and most recently 
the Agatha Christie Award 
for her short story “A Wee 
Doch and Doris.” Her latest 
book If I Ever Return Pretty 
Peggy-O is being consid¬ 
ered for a Pulitzer Prize 
nomination. 

What’s in the short term 
for McCrumb’s writing? 

“Well, later this year my 
next Elizabeth MacPherson 
novel. The Windsor Knot , 
will be published. I’m work¬ 
ing on the sequel to Bimbos , 
and any day now Lovely in 
her Bones will be reissued 
and in stores,” she said. “On 
top of all that, 1 have ideas 
formulating for about three 
other books.” 

And as for McCrumb’s 
personal plans? 

“Vacation? What’s that?” 


by ».C 
Staff Writer 

look out Pulitzer Prize 
committee- here comes 
Peggy-O. 

If Ever I Return Pretty 
Peggy O is the latest mys¬ 
tery novel by Appalachian 
author Sharyn McCrumb. 
McCrumb, who first hit the 
limelight in 1987 with her 
humorous mystery novel 
Bimbos of the Death Sun, 
has just published this, her 
sixth novel and first in hard¬ 
back, and it promises to 
surpass the success of any of 
her previous books. 

Sixties folk singer Peggy 
Muryan moves to the small 
town in Hamlin, Tennessee 
in 1986 to try to restart her 
musical career. There she 
meets Spencer Arrowood, 
the town sheriff who is still 
battling the memory of his 
elder brother who died in 
Vietnam as a town hero. As 
Peggy tries to settle down in 
the quaint little town, 
memories that are all too 
real start to haunt her—liter¬ 
ally. Her boyfriend Travis 
sends her cryptic postcards 
that forbode of her death. 
The catch is Travis has been 
dead for almost twenty 
years. 

The novel introduces a 
rich cast of real characters 
with real troubles. 
McCrumb has always had a 
talent for characterization. 


and she has obviously honed 
it since her first novel Sieknf 
Shadows. 

One talent McCrumb 
chose not to use in Peggy-O 
was her innate sense of 
humor. While the book isn’t 
gravely serious, the over¬ 
tones are ominous, ringing 
of unaccomplished goals, 
long tormented minds, and 
ghosts that won’t die. Each 
character has his or her own 
personal torment to deal 
with in the course of the 
novel. Some do—and oth¬ 
ers don’t 

McCrumb’s deft weaving 
of plot threads is ingenious, 
with several interrelated 
storylines running back and 
forth without a snag. The 
final tapestry woven is flaw¬ 
less, rich in color and tex¬ 
ture. The characters are 
real, the situations believ¬ 
able, and the ending is one 
that would make Hitchcock 
turn his head. That earlier- 
mentioned Pulitzer Prize is 
no joke— If Ever I Return 
Pretty Peggy-0 is being 
considered for a nomina¬ 
tion. 

The book sells for $17.95 
in hardcover only—not a 
high price for the high qual¬ 
ity of writing. McCrumb 
has taken the reader into 
account in this novel, craft¬ 
ing an intelligent piece of art 
that can be appreciated by 
true literature lovers. 
























































tainment Special 

| Survey Sava: bv Barb l*ofT and Mi.v:>v M ay nard 

I Got Them Cotillion Blues? 
Try These on for Size 



Salutations from the Cotillion 
crew here at Survey Says! So, you 
say you don’t have a date for Cotil 
lion and you’ll probably spend your 
evening either staring at the work 
you should be doing or watching 
mold grow in your refrigerator. 
Well, fear not! We have compiled a 
list of movies just for those who 
need a mood lift. (Any other kind of 
lifts needed will have to be applied 
for elsewhere.) 

For those who are masochistic 
enough to want romance during the 
Cotillion fling, there is only one 
film: Gone With the Wind . (1939) 
This is the type of film that makes 
you want to sit in a comforatble 


chair curled up with a bowl of pop 
com and not move for the entire 
film. This film is wonderful for its 
color and realism in showing the 
problems of Reconstruction. It also 
has its share of classic scenes. (“If I 
don’t get the money fora new dress. 
Mammy, it’s curtains.’*) For all the 
flash and spectacle, it is a highly 
excellent film. There are those, 
however, that don’t want to be 
reminded that romance even 
exist.Two films that can fit this bill 
are The Phantom of the Opera 
(1925) and A Night at the Opera . 
(1935) The first is a great film, 
because it’s silent with subtitles and 
strange organ music. This gives you 


the added entertainment feature of 
being able to read the subtitles out 
loud in funny voices. Lon Chancy’s 
makeup is incredible and all the 
more impressive because it was 
done completely with uncomfort¬ 
able material such as wire to make 
his eyes bulge out. A Night at the 
Opera was the Marx Brothers’ 
sixth film and compares favorably 
to Duck Soup. This is a hilarious 
film; watch for such classic mo¬ 
ments as Groucho and Chico 
amending a legal document. 

Still, a few stand out from the 
crowd and demand something 
highly surreal to occupy their time. 
For these proud few, we chose A 


Clockwork Orange. (1971) This is 
a wonderful film about a group of 
teenage boys in a alternate future 
who go out and have a good time the 
best way they know how: hanging 
out at the local bar, harassing girls, 
and bashing old people on the head. 
Actually, it’s even more bizarre 
than that, but we think you should 
experience the full effect of it all. 

So, even if the rest of the 
world boogies their butts off else¬ 
where, you can relax in the semi¬ 
privacy of your own residence hall 
and create whatever mood you 
want, with a little help from your 
local A V and the fine folks down at 
Survey Says. Have a great time! 


We Truly Love it to Death! Capisce? 


By Michelle Gompf and Jana 

Webster 

Staff Writers 

They say fact is stranger 
than fiction. Who they are is not 
nearly as important as the fact that 
they are right. The story line of / 
Love You to Death is improbable, 
implausible, unbelievable, and 
nearly 100% true. 

The movie stars Kevin 
Kline as Joey Boca, a fiery Italian 
with a taste for any woman who is 
not his wife, and Tracey Ullman as 
Rosalie, his long-suffering wife 


who refuses to believe his indiscre¬ 
tions until she catches him. River 
Phoenix appears as Divo, a worker 
at their pizza parlor and Rosalie’s 
best friend. Also appearing in minor 
roles as drugged-out hit men Harlan 
and Marlon are William Hurt and 
Keanu Reeves, respectively. 

The plot revolves around 
Rosalie’s attempts to kill Joey after 
discovering his infidelity. First her 
mother pays a man to kill him, but 
Joey scares him off. Then she fixes 
the car to blow up but fails. Finally, 
Rosalie mixes two bottles of sleep¬ 
ing pills into Joey’s spaghetti, not 


counting on Joey’s iron 
constitution. When this attempt 
fails, Rosalie calls Divo and asks 
him to shoot Joey. However, Joey 
stubbornly refuses to die. Divo, 
despite his love for Rosalie, can’t 
shoot Joey again so he hires Harlan 
and Marlon to do the job for him. 
This is where complications begin 
to set in. 

The most incredible thing 
about the movie is that it is a true 
story. Scenes that would have been 
only marginally funny or totally un¬ 
believable are hilarious considering 
they really happened; it is worth 


sitting through the more tedious 
moments in order to reach these 
hidden gems. 

Kevin Kline’s ability to 
portray an Italian sleazeball is truly 
commendable. Likewise, Tracey 
Ullman’s portrayal of Rosalie is 
also remarkable. More impressive 
is the fact that both actors had to 
speak with accents that were highly 
different from their own. Phoenix, 
Hurt, and Reeves give excellent 
supporting performances. 

In short we give two hearty 
thumbs up to this truly entertaining, 
entertaining true story. 


Spidel, Goodrich, Goggin, and Lillie are 
excited about Sunday! 

We are happy to make this bash our album release 
Headin' South: SGGL Live at the Birchmere 

Cassettes will be available at the show for $10, or for mail order, send 
$10 plus $2.50 postage to: SGGL 3203 North Tacoma Street 
__ Arlington, VA22213 __ 

























